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This paper seeks to move beyond prevailing discussions about divisions between trans and 

feminist communities. Though some strands of feminism continue in their hostility towards 

trans people, calls for coalition politics and for transfeminism are gaining ground.  This paper 

suggests that in order to look forward, it is important to look back.  From this premise the 

paper first traces past alliances between trans, feminist, and lesbian and gay political 

movements.  Using two historical events in the US: Compton’s Cafeteria Riots and the 

Stonewall Riots, as case studies, the paper explores the ways in which queer imaginaries, or, 

to use Plummer’s (2008) term, ‘deviant imaginations’, have long sought to set out a radical 

gender and sexual politics.  The paper then explores the presenters work on the relationship 

between transgender and feminism from a decade ago; pointing to empirical findings that 

foreground the significant links between feminist andtrans identities and feelings of political 

belonging.  The paper concludes by exploring the potentials of a politics of difference (Hines, 

2014) in the pushing forward of a transfeminist theory and praxis. 
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There was nothing like a queer cinema in Poland at the 1990s., however in 1992 Konrad 

Szołajski – rather by a chance - made a film which can be regarded as a queer one. It was 

called “A Man of…” and the title was an ironic comment to two films of Andrzej Wajda: 

“Man of Marble” and “Man of Iron”. This time it was a man of… queer minority. The plot 

was a pretty complicated story of a person changing sex from female to male in case to take 

part in an opportunity movement at the time of Solidarność. As the director explained, he 

found the whole story very funny, since so different from everyday life. He could not predict 
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that one decade later the transsexual person Anna Grodzka became the first transgender 

member of Polish parliament, representing sexual minorities and other underrepresented 

groups.  

However, the issue of non-normative sexualities really “came out” in Polish cinema in 2000s. 

In my presentation I am going to shortly analyze three films, including In the name of… 

(2013) by Malgorzata Szumowska, Floating Skyscrapers (2013) by Tomasz Wasilewski, and 

Hide (2013) by Jan Kidawa-Błoński, to show ways in which queer can be made represented 

in different ways and contexts. 

 

 

 

 


